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Welcome To CountryWatch  

The CountryWatch Team—Management: 
 
Robert C. Kelly; Chairman, CEO and Founder; B.S., United States Military Academy; MPA, Ph.D. in Economics, Harvard; for-
mer CEO of multinational company subsidiaries; Tenured Professor at USMA; international business experience in 60 countries. 
 
Robert Baldwin; Co-chairman; B.S., United States Military Academy; Ph.D. (Economics) M.I.T; Tenured Professor at USMA; 
former CEO of multinational company subsidiary; extensive international business experience in Europe, Asia/Pacific and Latin 
America. 
 
Denise Youngblood-Coleman; Executive Vice President and Editor-in-Chief (Media Services) - B.A., King's University; M.A., 
Ph.D. in Anthropology, Rice University; substantial experience in governmental and foreign policy analysis, ethnographic re-
search, ethnology and nationalism, global education and international development. 
 
Vicki Sanditen; Executive Vice President (Information Services) - B.S., University of Texas, Austin ; J.D., South Texas College 
of Law; substantial sales and marketing experience working with Fortune 1000 companies and law firms. 
 
Cesar Rosa; Chief Information Officer (Information Technology) - B.S., University of Houston, B.S., Park University; experi-
enced web developer and technical manager. 
 
Sales and Marketing (Information Services): 
Vicki Sanditen, Executive Vice President, Corporate Accounts, Academic Accounts 
Alisha Ansel, Account Executive, K-12 Education Services, Academic Accounts 
Grant Panchachram, Account Executive, Government/NGO Account Services; Special Projects 
Angela E. Sims, Customer Service Representative, Individual Accounts 
 
Editorial Department (Media Services): 
Mary Ann Azevedo, Managing Editor 
Daniel Rojo, Economic Forecast Analyst 
Jude Michael Rolfes, Economic Forecast Analyst 
Stanton Doyle, Content Development Editor 
William Blake Harvey, Content Development Editor 
Anne Marie Surnson, News Wire Manager 
Michelle Hughes, News Wire Editor  
 
Information Technology: 
Cesar Rosa, Chief Information Officer 
Saachi Roye, Lead Web Developer  

CountryWatch, Inc. is an information provider for schools, universities, libraries and individuals needing up-to-date 
news and information on the 192 countries of the world. CountryWatch, Inc. is a useful resource for any public or 
private sector organization with overseas operations and global interests. The management of CountryWatch.com 
has extensive international business experience and the members of the editorial department have strong aca-
demic backgrounds. Using this combination of business and academic acumen, the CountryWatch team has cre-
ated a set of demographic, political, economic, business, cultural and environmental information in the form of 
Country ReviewsTM. The Country WireTM provides daily news coverage from several regional news services for every 
country. In addition to these services, CountryWatch, Inc. also features CountryWatch Data, the CountryWatch 
Map Gallery, CountryWatch @School and the weekly Global News Update. In addition to these products and ser-
vices, CountryWatch, Inc. also offers the CountryWatch Forecast -- a unique five year forecast of key macroeco-
nomic variables for each of the 192 countries in the world (plus Hong Kong and Taiwan.)  



The CountryWatch Home Page  

Learn about a new country each 
week in the Featured Country Re-
view. You will see the Country 
Overview and Key Data by clicking 
on the “more . . .” link. 

2.  

Log in using Username and Password when IP or Barcode authentication are 
not available.  You may obtain these from your CountryWatch representative, 
your librarian, or the media services staff. Once you are logged in you will see 
a message that tells you “Welcome, Member!”  

The Search bar becomes active when you are logged in. 

1.  

The featured Country Wire 
has the top three stories for the 
Featured Country of the week 
(See the Features Menu for the 
entire Country Wire). 

3.  



Accessing Information 
CountryWatch offers three Primary ways to navigate the website: 
• The Features menu on the left 
• The Search bar at the top of the page 
• The Advanced Search link found below the search bar. 
In order to view information for the country of your choice, use one of the three methods.  
 
The Country Review menu button guides you to the entire database of reviews.   
In the  search bar at the top of the page you can enter the name of the country you are 
researching. This will return wire story links relevant to the country you searched. The 
Advanced Search link allows you to choose between the Country Wire and Country  
Reviews for your results. 

To navigate to Countrywatch 
Features, select from the but-

tons in the Features menu bar.  
 
Country Review takes you to the 
starting point in the alphabetized 
country list, which is Afghanistan. 
To select another country, use the 
pull down menu. 

4.  

Use the search field to search the Country Wire. Enter your 
search terms, and each relevant Wire story will be displayed 

and sorted by relevancy. 

5. 

To search the Country 
Reviews or the Country Wire,  
access the Advanced search 
feature.  

6. 



The Country Review is home to all the data 
about the selected country.  In the Overview are 
the Key Data, Regional Map and the Country Map. 
Also, you will find the current time, the name of 
the Capital City, a picture of the flag, and the top 
three News Wire stories.  
 
Links to other sections of the Country Review are 
found on the  left side of the page. This is how 
you will navigate through the Country Review for 
the selected country.  
 
Each Country Review is laid out in the same way.  
All reviews have the following sections:  
 
Country Overview  
Political Overview  
Economic Overview  
Investment Overview 
Social Overview  
Environmental Overview 

10. 

The Country ReviewsTM are comprehensive and regularly updated reports on every coun-
try available with Standard, Premium, Elite or Suite subscriptions to CountryWatch, Inc.  

The Country Reviews - Country Overview 

In addition to the im-
age of the flag, many 
countries include a pic-
ture gallery. You may 
scroll through the im-
ages with the buttons 
beneath the pictures. 

8. 

The country 
map and the flag 
may be enlarged 
and printed.  Se-
lect the link be-
low the images. 
Once the new 
window opens, 
right click on the 
image and select 
PRINT PICTURE 
from the menu.  

7.  

The three most recent 
Country Wire stories will ap-
pear for the selected country.  

9.  



The Country Wire 
The Country WireTM provides daily news coverage for 192 countries and features up-to-
date articles from regional news wire services across the globe.  
 
Chronologically arranged news stories for each country are available using the filter to 
select a given country.  

Use the pull-
down menu to select 
a country and then 
click the Filter but-
ton.   
 
Your results will be 
displayed on the 
same page.   
 
Use the story links to 
open a CountryWire 
news article.  

11. 

Country Wire 
news articles can be 
printed by clicking the 
PRINTER FRIENDLY 
VERSION link at the 
bottom of the story.   

12. 



CountryWatch Data 
CountryWatch Data provides macroeconomic, economic sector, health, demographic, hu-
man development, and environmental data sets across a ten year span. This statistical set 
is searchable through five primary categories and 24 sub-categories 

First, select the pre-
ferred countries or regions, 
click add after each one. 

13.  

Second, select the  
preferred research 

dates.  

14. 

Third, select the  
desired data categories.  

15. 

You can activate  
Category Filters  

     with the check box.  
 
You can define your data  
selection into the following 
Categories: 
 
• Cultural 
• Economic Sector Data 
• Environmental 
• Macroeconomic 
• Physical 

16. 

Results are 
then ready to be 
displayed.  

17. 



CountryWatch Data - Results 

When reading data results, it is helpful to remember that the quantities and frequencies 
displayed may be measured in different units. When comparing data, make sure that the 

units are the same. In some cases, you may have to make unit conversions to compare  
different types of data.  

19.  

Results are  
displayed in a table 

with the name and 
definition of the  
variable. Also listed 
are the description  
and measurement 
units.  

18.  

Your data search re-
sults are downloadable. 
The file will be a Comma 
Separated Values spread-
sheet which will allow 
you to create charts and 
graphs with the data.   
 
Save the file to a disk or 
drive you will have ac-
cess to later.  
 

20



CountryWatch Map Gallery 
The CountryWatch Map Gallery includes two different types of maps:  
• Thematic Maps: These maps were created from the data in CountryWatch Data. The 

definitions for each thematic map are available from the CountryWatch Data section of 
the CountryWatch.com website. 

 
• Political/Physical Maps: These world and regional maps depict topographical and physi-

cal features as well as political boundaries. They supplement the political maps which 
are available within each Country ReviewTM.  

Your map results will list the cate-
gory and sub-category items  that 

were selected on the previous page.  
 
By clicking on the link for each of the 
categories a new map will be displayed 
showing the graphical representation of 
the data for the entire world where data 
was available.  
 
To view a larger version of the map, fol-
low the “Click for Larger Version” link. 
 
The enlarged maps can be printed by 
right clicking on the image and selecting 
PRINT PICTURE. 

22. 

In order to display a map, a map section 
must be selected. After the section is cho-

sen, categories available for display will be 
shown. Sub-categories relating to the chosen 
category will appear in the third box.  
 
The actual themes of the maps range from 
demographic considerations, such as popula-
tion density, to economic considerations, such 
as GDP per capita.  
 
  
 

21. 



CountryWatch @School 
CountryWatch @School provides curriculum-based resources, which include country-
quizzes, as well as activities and lesson plans derived from CountryWatch, Inc.’s Country 
ReviewsTM and Country WireTM.  These features are tailored to Social Studies students in 
grades 6 through 12 and adhere to the National Social Studies Standards. These features 
are intended to widen students’ awareness of the interconnected global world within 
which we live. Because these features have been developed in accordance with National 
Social Studies Standards, teachers of Social Studies will also find CountryWatch @School 
to be a helpful resource when used in tandem with established Social Studies curriculum.  

The introductory questions are in-
tended to provide users with an intro-

duction to learning about a given country, at 
the initial stages of the exploration and 
learning process. This exercise can be done 
individually by a user, or collectively in a 
learning environment. 

24. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS 

These discussion ques-
tions should be used to 

help students make sense of 
the information they find at 
Countrywatch.com. Upon an-
swering the questions, stu-
dents will have an understand-
ing of the country’s geography, 
climate, population, languages, 
religions, ethnicities, historical 
events, political structure, level 
of political stability, economy, 
and environment. 

25. 



QUICK QUIZZES 

CountryWatch @School - Continued 

COUNTRY SCOPE Country Scope is a four-part activity 
designed to guide students toward 

learning more about a particular country 
and its people by using information ob-
tained from countrywatch.com. You can 
apply this activity to any country and cul-
ture present in the world today. Further, 
the activity can easily be tailored to meet 
your content needs, to fit into your time 
constraints and to challenge your stu-
dents, no matter what their ability levels 
are. 

27.. 

Quizzes are designed to 
explore socio-cultural, po-
litical, economic, and envi-
ronmental aspects of the 
countries of the world in a 
consistent format for each 
available country.  The link 
to the answer key is at the 
end of each quiz. 

26. 



CountryWatch Global News Update 
The Global News Update is a weekly written report of significant political news stories 
around the world. The news update is written and produced by CountryWatch's editor on 
a weekly basis, and is intended to inform CountryWatch users of important political 
events evolving in the world. 

The Global News Update is 
useful for those who would like 
to have an overview of the  
previous week’s  political  
news.  
 
After the date line will be a 
summary of what is in that 
week’s digest.  
 
If topics in the Global News 
Update contain only excerpts 
of Country Wire news articles, 
the complete article can be 
found in the Country Wire   
using the Filter.  

23. 



Afghanistan 
Albania 
Algeria 
Andorra 
Angola 
Antigua 
Argentina 
Armenia 
Australia 
Austria 
Azerbaijan 
Bahamas 
Bahrain 
Bangladesh 
Barbados 
Belarus 
Belgium 
Belize 
Benin 
Bhutan 
Bolivia 
Bosnia-Herzegovina 
Botswana 
Brazil 
Brunei 
Bulgaria 
Burkina Faso 
Burma (Myanmar) 
Burundi 
Cambodia 
Cameroon 
Canada 
Cape Verde 
Central African Republic 
Chad 
Chile 
China 
Colombia 
Comoros 
Congo (DRC) 
Congo (RC) 
Costa Rica 
Cote d `Ivoire 
Croatia 
Cuba 
Cyprus 
Czech Republic 
Denmark 
Djibouti 
Dominica 
Dominican Republic 
East Timor 
Ecuador 
Egypt 
El Salvador 
Equatorial Guinea 
Eritrea 
Estonia 
Ethiopia 
 
 
 

Fiji 
Finland 
Former Yugoslav Rep. Macedonia 
France 
Gabon 
Gambia 
Georgia 
Germany 
Ghana 
Greece 
Grenada 
Guatemala 
Guinea 
Guinea-Bissau 
Guyana 
Haiti 
Holy See 
Honduras 
Hungary 
Iceland 
India 
Indonesia 
Iran 
Iraq 
Ireland 
Israel 
Italy 
Jamaica 
Japan 
Jordan 
Kazakhstan 
Kenya 
Kiribati 
Korea, North 
Korea, South 
Kuwait 
Kyrgyzstan 
Laos 
Latvia 
Lebanon 
Lesotho 
Liberia 
Libya 
Liechtenstein 
Lithuania 
Luxembourg 
Madagascar 
Malawi 
Malaysia 
Maldives 
Mali 
Malta 
Marshall Islands 
Mauritania 
Mauritius 
Mexico 
Micronesia 
Moldova 
Monaco 
 
 
 

Mongolia 
Morocco 
Mozambique 
Namibia 
Nauru 
Nepal 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Nicaragua 
Niger 
Nigeria 
Norway 
Oman 
Pakistan 
Palau 
Panama 
Papua New Guinea 
Paraguay 
Peru 
Philippines 
Poland 
Portugal 
Qatar 
Romania 
Russia 
Rwanda 
Saint Kitts & Nevis 
Saint Lucia 
Saint Vincent & Grenadines 
Samoa 
San Marino 
Sao Tome & Principe 
Saudi Arabia 
Senegal 
Serbia & Montenegro 
Seychelles 
Sierra Leone 
Singapore 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 
Solomon Islands 
Somalia 
South Africa 
Spain 
Sri Lanka 
Sudan 
Suriname 
Swaziland 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Syria 
Tajikistan 
Tanzania 
Thailand 
Togo 
Tonga 
Trinidad & Tobago 
Tunisia 
 
 
 
 

Turkey 
Turkmenistan 
Tuvalu 
Uganda 
Ukraine 
United Arab Emirates 
United Kingdom 
United States 
Uruguay 
Uzbekistan 
Vanuatu 
Venezuela 
Vietnam 
Yemen 
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 
 
 
Non-Sovereign 
Territories 
Hong Kong 
Macao 
Palestine 
Puerto Rico 
Somaliland 
Taiwan 

List of Countries & Non-Sovereign Territories 



FAQ 
Q. Is the CountryWatch site ADA compliant? 

A. Yes, we used Hemish.org to test our site for ADA compliancy. 
 
Q. Where does CountryWatch get their information? 

A. CountryWatch uses a number of government, academic, media and independent sources to compose its reviews. 
For specific source materials call us at 1-800-879-3885 (US and Canada) or 1-713-355-6500 and ask to be connected 
with the editorial department or use the contact us page, click the "Editorial" option. 
 

Q. Why do you only cover 192 countries? 
A. At CountryWatch.com, the criterion for coverage of a geopolitical area “as a country” is dependent upon whether or not it 
has been recognized by the United States’ Department of State. Consequently, CountryWatch covers 192 independent states in 
the world, including the world’s newest country, East Timor.  
 
Because the United Nations has 189 member states, many people erroneously assume there are only 189 countries or sover-
eign states, yet there are three countries, such as the Holy See (Vatican City) and Switzerland, which are not included in this 
list. Switzerland, for example, upholds its tenet of neutrality by holding only “observer” status at the United Nations. The third 
country, East Timor, has not yet become a member state due to its recent admission into the community of independent 
states. It is anticipated that East Timor will soon become another member of the United Nations.  
 
CountryWatch has been attentive to independence movements across the world. As such, when independence from Indonesia 
was declared, and when sovereign status as well as international recognition was achieved, CountryWatch was pleased to add 
East Timor to its list of countries covered, during the very week of official independence.  
 
Other territories, such as Puerto Rico and Taiwan have met many requirements of independent nation state status, but con-
tinue to be treated as dependencies of sorts. In fact, until 1971, Taiwan was a member of the United Nations, but since then 
has been replaced by China in this regard.  
 
At CountryWatch.com, certain territories, such as Puerto Rico, are treated in special sections or appendices in the United States 
Country Review, while Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macao are each treated in a similar manner within the China Country Review. 
Countrywatch.com recognizes the imprecise and politicized nature of such treatments, and as has been illustrated in the case 
of East Timor, the editor is vigilant about staying abreast of political developments, should sovereign status become a reality at 
some point in the future.  
 
CountryWatch recognizes and understands that the United States Department of State’s recognition of a country is reflective of 
the particular political agenda of the United States and its allies. Use of the Department of State listing is not intended to be an 
explicit endorsement of any country’s political priorities and CountryWatch encourages users to consider the complex range of 
parameters included in designating any place or area to be a sovereign country. 
 

Q. How often is the information updated? 
A. Each Country Review is updated once per year or as major events occur. The Country Wire is updated  

           throughout the day as news stories become available. 
 
Q. How do I cite CountryWatch as an online resource? 
             A. Siting: 

• Commentary  
         For items in a "Works Cited" list, CountryWatch suggests that users follow recommended patterns for indenta-

tion         given in the MLA Handbook, 4th edition. 
• Individual Works 

Basic form, using an Internet protocol: 
Author/editor. Title of Print Version of Work. Edition statement (if given). Publication information (Place of  

         publication: publisher, date), if given. Title of Electronic Work. Medium. Available Protocol (if applicable) Site/
Path/File. Access date. 
 
Examples: 
Youngblood-Coleman, Denise, editor. Country Review: France. 2003. Houston, Texas: CountryWatch Publica-
tions, 2003. Country Review: France. Online. Available URL: http://www.countrywatch.com/cw_country.asp?
vCOUNTRY=61 October, 12, 2003. 
 
Note:  
This is the citation format used when the print version is not used in the reference. 


